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20 Wager, to ie the Pious, 
„ the Charitable, and the Beneficent the Op- 
partie 5 of TER their Virtues, © 
, i. This Fe peck, I am confident; I have Oblig d 
You; % I hope, You will do Me the Fuſtice to Believe, 
That 1 i int Tok apons my" Owe Obligations ts be the 
Lifr"to'You."" + Vi. d Uh, 3% Kean TART ados 
Per, Fug ever acknowledge; that; 1 Jab is 
with fo Frank, ſo Generous, and, I had almoſt ſaid, 
ſo Univerſal an Encouragement to My Deſign of Fett- 
ing a Chapell for the Worſbip of God," as F have lately 
been honour d with by You, Gentlemen, who exther are, 
or have been Members of Thus Society; and, To have 
had Your Liberality' ſo Cheerfully ſeconded by Others of 
my Private Acquaintance , who prevented my Appli- 
cation to Them; and by Hefe Shrangers whom I have 
not ſo much as Seen, , What I ſhall reflect upon with 
Pleaſure as long as I live. 
For, tho Your Chief Motives to Aſſiſ® Me in this 
be and Uſeful Work, have been, the Honour of 
TGA A a 2 God, 


wo: 1 or 1 


ever een 


direc ene os 


2 Concern for my Reputation, Fd bad 
the Same Views with Your ſelves, I a un- 


der the Reproach of having Begun to Build, without 
being able to Finiſh. 

And, the You, I know, do not tink bc- the'Sa- 
tisfaftion of having Euseur ag d what Yan 
4 Geed Deen: get, I cn by wa meant Excuſa My 
folf. from making This Publick Acknanſedgment : of the 
* Senſe, 1 have. gf, Your Favours ta Me. Ny w eg 

The, follawing Serman, which A thayeht te my Duty 
to Preach, at the Conſearation\of This Chapel, I nove 
Adventure ta e that I may, Dedicate it te Jaw: 
boping, You will look upon it as an Argument, of m 
Scars Reſet and Aeon, That ny Gonſcaufurſe 
of the many Jenper fefiens , the Diſcourſe: hath nat 
eee, 
ing Lou, that Lan, Gentlemen, \ 4) 1 23 & 3D r 
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Plalm 5 8. 


Lord, I have Loved the Habitation of 
Thy Houſe , and the Place Rr 
Thine Honour awelleth. | 


O Worſhip God and to find a Pleaſure 

| . i: einge is to arrive at the higheſt 
pitch of Happineſs that man is copay 

of enjoying upon Earth. 
He who is the Author of our 3 who 

| ron ode boy win renee ry oft 
to enjoy, who heareth the Supplications of his Servants, 


and when be heareth doth forgive, hath a Right to 
our Devotion, and makes our Piety to Him, an 
indiſpenſable Duty in Us. That That which i is 
our Duty may alſo be our Delight, how carneſt- 
ly ought it to de Defird! 

No less dian Eternal Life is propos d as the 
Reward of our Service; and if, in the mean time, 
We can bring Our ſelves ſo to Love This Ser- 
vice, as to think it Perfect Freedom, how will it 
Invite us to engage in it! how mult it Pleaſe us 
when we are ſo employ d! * 

The great difficulty of our Chriſtian courſe, is 
ſo to conduct Our ſelyes amidſt the pleaſures of 
this World as not to be drawn aſide from the 

A paths 


Il 2 1 f 7 

paths of Virtue and Religion in purſuit of Them : 
and if once We can be ſo bleis d of God, as to 
find a Pleaſure in Dedicating Our ſelves to Him 
and to His Service, ſuperior 705 Tt of any Rarth- 
ly enjoyment, it will be to anticipate our Future 
Bliſs, and, in the Preſent State, to have a Fore- 
taſt of the Joys of Heaven, 

Senſual Pleaſures, which we ſo eagerly purſue 
for the gratification of the preſent Appetite we 
have to them, if forbid,” are enjoy d wich Re- 
morſe, and, if allow d, Periſh ; in the enjoyment : 
but, if once we can arrive to take a Pleaſure in 
Devotion, if once we can be ſo influence d, O God, 


by thy Holy Spirit, as to Love the- Hobitatian of 


Houſe, and the Plate whire Thine Honour dwel- 
„ how Sincere, how Laſting will our Satisfa- 
Son be How wilt the Thoughts of Loving 
Thee, and being Beloy'd by Thee compleat eve- 
ry other Joy, and be a preſent help in every 
Trouble? Whoever ſhall be ſo Happy as to have 
reaſon to think This His Caſe, will find Nothumg 
an Earth he can Defrre in compariſon of Thee; will 
regret the loſs of every Opportunity to wajt up- 
on Thee; will Think One Day Aer 
. Thouſand. 51 


1 Nhe be o, it Wende be A very proper 
Enquiry, hom this Love of God's Houſe, how 
1 Pleaſure in Devotion is to be attain d. 

The only means to beget in us Thie Love, to 
ee of this exalted Pleaſure, is Inno- 


* — Das in Iunocency, 
ſays 


r 


[ 3 ] 
fays the holyPtalmift; a ſs will Z gy fo Thine Aar. 
and then it {flows almott: in the next words; 
Liu, I: have. Loved the Habutatzon: 1 
, en 
12970 Da G & Hag 

ene of Life will — — to tale abies 
— in Devotion, from the Conſide ration 


| 'T Of Tho Sins of Tofirmity which, in That 
State, we are {tilt liable tO, 2 and carneſtly 'De 
nay be forgiven ns, . LEY 
II. Of Thoſe Mercys which we Want to receiye, 
and Hope will be beftow'd upon us. 
III. Of Thoſe, Benefits which we have already 
recer'd, apt for which 1 it cannot but be wa 
able to Vs to return Our r Thanks. " _ | 


5 "TC3T 445 


— of Life vin prepare ns to ds «View 


fare in Bevotiom une 20! 


I. From the Conſideration ef TB . of 
Infirmity which, ir Fhat State, ee Wir fable 


to, and earneffly Heſire may de forgiven un 


The Innogens Perſon is He * Gacerely en- 
dea nem to obe the Whole Will of God, and to 
make himſelf as N as his. frail Nature wall 
— him to be. 

The greateſt Sue 9 Repents, 
baweredy: in the ſight of God, an Imocent Per- 
fon; and The Innocent Perſon ſuhmitting Invo- 
huntarily to Moral Weakneſſes and Infirmities 
doth not, in the ſight of God, who knows where 


of he is made, forfeit. his Innocence, | 
A 2 But 


l 
But ſtill, Theſe Infirmities, tho they are not 
Heinous in their Nature, being Such as the beſt 
Chriſtians will be often liable to; nor Wilfull 


in the Commiſſion of them, being Such as have 
eſcap d the ſtrict guard he hath always had over 
Himfelf againſt them; yet, being all Departures 
from the Rule of Duty, which he endeavours 
punctually to perform; and Defects of that Per- 
fection which he ou ght always to aim at and 
purſue; and, in a certain degree, Offenſive | to 
God who 1s of purer Eyes than to behold Any 
Iniquity, They become matter of Humiliation 
and Repentance, make him ſenſible of his own 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency to do any thing good 
of Himſelf, and point out to him the Neceſſity of 
his Dependance upon God, both for the Forgive- 
nels of theſe Inſtances of his Frailty, and for the 
Divine Aſſiſtance of his ſincere Endeavqurs e 
greater Perfection tor the time to come, .. 
The Innocent, Perſon, therefore, in all his. De- 
viations from the paths of Virtus, hath a Load 
upon him which he wants to be Eas d of. The 
having condemn d them, in a tranſient thought, 
when firſt he to notice of them as 
and Sinfull, contents him not. The returns of 
the Solemn Times of Devotion are Acceptable 
to him. He waits for them with Impatience. A. 
the Hart defireth the Water-brooks, ſo longeth his Soul 
after Thee, O God. He ſetks Thee early where Thou 
mayſt be found. He proftrates himſelf before 
Thee. He Confeſſes his Sins unto Thee which 
he, in Thought, Word, or Deed hatli committed 
2H 4 A ſince 


ace he liſt had the krappinals ro approdch/Thee, 


He knows he is Sincere, and is aſſur d he ſhall 


— — H Saut anche bim no, an 
therefore. hath ho ronfidenct (towards Gbd. '- He riſes 
from | his Knees refreſh d and 'comnforted} He 
conſiders himfelf as n New man. He neither 
Hates, nor Envies, nor meditates Revenge, but 
all is quiet and calm within His Breaſt. He 
hath a clear Conſcience with reſpect to all that 


is paſt, and a firm reſolution to Hndeavour to 


keep it ſo for the time to come: The Account 
is made up between God and his Soul. He hath 
done all that his frail Nature will permit; and 
conſequently all that is demanded towards his 
acceptance as a good and faithfull Servant; and 


| Hanes but that = ay der: — 2; erg 
Lora. & vr! 71 % . 

Ah he Pleasd whonihe vous his 
Devotions to think that he hath been doing his 
Duty; that he hath concurr d with the Influences 
of the holy Spirit towards the making himſelf a 
better man; that he hath not grievd his Angel 
whom God hath aſſign d him for his Guardian; 
that there is Joy in Heaven over Him, whether 
he be a Sinner that repenteth, or One of * 
who, in the language of our Saviour, need un N. 
pentunei; that he is in the Favour of the Almighty, 
and may depend upon his Protection that, if he 
hath neither the Parts, nor the Learning, nor 
W 8 „ nor the Health, nor the Fortune, 

1 nor 


ſhould his Sal be requir'd of him this very Night | 
this very Moment, he hath no miſgivings of 
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Lot Others, yet he hath God foorhis'Britms; 
and that No Man Living us — — 
Value than e ù eb in the fight of God 
what Cheesſulneſd doth — rn aees the 
day aſter in ſome proper lmployiment; by which 
he may Glarify his Maker, and be: Ufefull rs his 
Fellow creatures? And/how: Sincere are all the 
Aldaſtixeowhich ho uinocently. enjoys, whalft chey 
rocemer n Ahatement tom amy anxious thoughts 
ai neglected Duty int erming with them? and 
hen he Recollets the Errors of the Day, and 
Sees what: he bath Thought, or Saict, or. Done 
amis, led thernto hy human Paſſions chow: doch 
be agam Hefirt the Pime of the Ewning Gaerzfics, 
that he max again make his Peace? vath God, 
thro; the Merits ofthe Unſigamg Obedience of 
his Spoticls:Redeomes?. {84 of 3843 309 1697! 
If then, O Lord, Thy Houle be a place of. Reſt 
to tha Sineere- Mind of the HUαͥt ; 
H his approach thathes be to Thee 
whom he chiefly defires to Pleaſe; if there he 
meets with: th ne vatfaihug Compaſſions to: thoſe 
Infrivities which he: hümtlf deplures; if there 
has Loos d from the: bands of His Sins, and no- 
cerves. the ſorgi ; which he asles; if there 
he obtains that peace of Conſcience which will 
makeiuwmEaſym'F his Life, and gre him Hopes 
of x Better, hom is it poſſible: for Him: Not tu 
e eee 
. n 25460 
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Hut wliat Neàſqe hat che [nijbeneren? Pens in 
a Bare Attendance at the Houle of God? How 
Late doth He always, either thro Negligence, or 
on ſet. Purpoſe 'come 10 it? how Tedious, doth 
he think his Confinement > how Inſupportable 
is all that is deummg thartꝰ how doth; he long to 
be releas d from fo /paintull a Taskꝰꝰ how buly is 
his Eye in reaching in Variety of matter to Di- 
vert him? ho often doth e ſhift his Poſture 
without deing Raſy n αν ur, to prevent his 


being Reſtleſs, how doth he get into a Train of 


Idle Thoughts wholly forreign to the prefent 


langlis ar owns as his Ilougbts pltaſe ot die 
pleaſe him; in order to wear. away the Time in» 
ſenſibly which , _ cannot fail ere 
burthenſom to 

But if Ho doth 2 Bareiy Wow a bus: pre- 
| Ga Hkewiſe to Mix in the Conimon' Service; 
conſcious as he is of his Own Infincenity; Wliere 
is the Pleafare of a Solemn Mockery? of offers 
ing the Surriſie of a Fool? of Sinning where he 
{hould Reperit? and of treaſaring up Wrath agamſt 
the day of Myath in he very Place where honld 


be unploring Mercy? 
For the -Podfon: bo zd att the 


Houſe of God out ob Cuſtom, and with Deſign 
to keep up a tolerable Reputation in the World 


is Poſſible; but to Dei „ , ag *. * 
e e 


Nerd] EL | OLYVED [2 . Iz, 2 FI "os 12013 12%'9 
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Buſineia, - without; perceiving: bow:;unkemly he 
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[8] 
But, Secondly, Jnnctency-of Liſe will prepare 
ns/t6 take a Pleaſure in Devotion from the Con- 
fideration of Thoſe Mereys which we a re- 
ceive, and Hope 3 upon us. 
—— wol 109% ho deft. ci j 
0) Invour! oaflhos- thro this troubleſom IH 
ſome things we cannot but Deſire, as neceſſary 
to our Subſiſtence, and ſome we may very Law- 
fally Abk; us conducive to our Happineſs. Every 
good and-perfelt Gift, we know, :cometh from above. 


Our Being is from God, and ſo is the Support 
Pleaſure to 


Pa- 


of it. And it cannot but be a great 
the Iamnocont to conſider, That thetr Heaveniy 
ther Knoweth' that they have need of all Tbeſe Things; 
and that, ſince they have firſt ſought the Kenydom 
of God and Hu Righteouſneſs, * . will be 
added unto them, 

The Inuorent/ may Ask indeed] for That, as 
Good, wkich is not , and be Denyid. But it is 
no leſs a Pleaſure to Them who always ask with 
Submiſſion to the Will of God, to think that they 
ſhall be deny d what is not fit for them to have, 
than it is to be aſſur d, that no Good Thing e 
ina am them that ſius a/Gadly t! 

The Innocent believe they ſhall receive a Re- 
ward of their Virtues, becauſe God hath Promis d 
they ſhall do ſo; and, upon the Same Grounds, 
doithey look for the Efficacy: of their Prayers. 
Having firſt Livd after ſachi a mariner aã that 
they may reaſonably hope they are in the Favour 
of God; they are verily perſwaded, that what- 
ever they (hall Ask in Prayer, beleiving, they ſhall 


2 either 


—_— 
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And if fo, in p ion to the Concern they have 
to Succeed, will be the Pleaſure of rhoſe 2 
tions which they hope will Prevail. 
Jo Aux, is to conſider God as the Giver of al 
good-things to his Creatures, and his Creatures 
as Dependants upon Him for whatever they do, 
or can enjoy. Our Asking, under theſe conſide- 
rations; fits us for his Favour,” and is that ſort 
of Deſert towards Him which he expects from 
us, and will be pleas d with. No, the Iauuceu 
cannot but have an extreme Delight in doing 
what they Know will be Acceptable to God, as 
well as in aiming to pfocute:what they Conctiwe 
will be Beneficial to Themſelves. 
Inmaene gives the Devout an Openneſs, and 
a Freedom in their Acceis to; the iMerey-Seal. 
There as a Confidence in the mind of) the un- 
cent, that their Approach will bei Acceptable 
They conſider that they are Invited; and Encou- 
rag d by the Father of àſermiat to addreſs them- 
ſebves umto him. Au and ye ſbail laue. Ir Hur 
nat, becauſe n nt. And that theiri Dreaming 
near to Him will not be interpreter} 4s: a, bald In 
trufion into his Preſence, ſb long as they are 
Conſcious to Tbemſelves chat their Heart ub nat 
far from him. No; Dheir Soul it athirſt for God, 
yea tn for tha Livitg C, they are Deſirous 1 
came} and; to appear befure the Preſence of God. i710” 

Beſides, the Funoccent Perſon hath. a larger and 
more (extenſive View than That af his Own In- 
teteſt; and deſires e Mankind may be as 


Innocent 


„ . TIS. = 


. 
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Innocent]; and as Happy as Himfelf. And if fo, 
Mat a Pleaſure is it to Him to think, that po 
fibly the Peace and Proſperity of his Country 
may, in ſome meaſureè be owing to His Devo- 
tions? What a Delight is it to Him to reflect, 
thut many a Sinner; at His Inſftance, may be per- 
mitted to ſee the Error of his Ways; and, thro 
His pious Importunity with God for him, may 
be Converted and Live? Or, Hath he a Friend 
in Diſtreſs, who is as Dear to him as his own 
Soul o ho / muſt he Deſire that God would have 
mercy upon him? and, how will He be fill d with 
Joy, if He may, with reaſon, preſume, that God 
will be entreated for himnd?sd nb 

Ie! dT ot Ifroneras vcd {vw 
But, What Inducement have the J to 
Love the Houſe of God from theſe Confidera- 
tions For if they attribute their Temporal Fe- 
lieity to their Own Art and Contrivance; or to 
meer Fortune and Chance; What Pleaſure is it 
to Ask the Almighty for thoſe Benefits which 
they think thiey can Beſto upon Themſelves; 
or, ch will be Given, or Withheid, as it ſhall 
happen, whether They will or no? Or, if they 
Allow all things to be under the direction of Pro- 
vidence; What Hope is there of obtaining thoſe 
Mitcier at the hand of God, to which they have 
forfeited their Title? The Friendſtuip they have 
contracted wich che World is Enmity with God. 
For Them to Ask any thing of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty they have Offended, without firſt having 


beg d of Him to be Reconcild to them, is to In- 
3 bonn ſult 


— 


11 
ſult, and not obne and the Prayer they 
ſhall offer, will, at once, be Fruitleſs, and Proyoke. 
Ae ye come to enquire of Med as ] Live, ſaith the 
Lerd Gad, I will Not be enquir d of by you... 17 
And cho the Ungauly do ſometimes proſper i in 


the World, yet is there a great deal of difference 
between what is Given by God to Somoas a Bleſ- 


fing, and Permitted to Others as a Temptation 
and a. Snare. In this reſpect, 4 Little thing which 
the Righteous hath us better than Great Niches of the 
Let not, therefore, This Thought 1 in- 
terrupt the Pleaſure which He finds in Supplicat- 
ing God for his Mercie :; for, if he will give him- 
ſelf time to conſider, and to under ftand the End of 
_ Men, namely, how they gre ſet in Slippery lacan 
and caſt down, and deſtroy d, he will have no reaſon 
to Repent that he hath waſh d his hand: i in Innoceney, 
Wann that he hath gleans d by Heart i 4 
dllato: tig F of It Life Le A gn 
, Jnnocency of Life will prepare us 
to take a — in Devotion „ from the Conſi- 
deration of Thoſe Benefits which we have already 
receind, and for which it cannot gs "oe 
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e argument * che 8 
Mind of the Donor towards the Perſon on whom 


He:confers chem. They ſhew chat He is diſpos d 
to do him Good, and to make him Happy, they 
ſhew that He Loves him, and would Indear Him- 
ſelf to him. And the Receiver who makes theſe 


2 but, Defire to expreis his 8 


[ #4 ] 
Nine ff beſtow d pon him be veiy Large, 
a my rr if they are Such as he'extreme- 
ly Wants; Such as could not have come to him 
from Another Hand; and Such as he hath no 
way Defervd; What pleafure wilt ariſe zw His 
mind to chink that He is of ſo much value in the 
Sight of is Benefactor, as to be made the Ob- 
jeck of fo great a Loye, of ſo tender a Concern 
and how will he Rejoyce at evety Opportunity to 
do what he coi$eves will be Keceptable tim 
But, further, if the Condition of the DomDο 
be Such chat he Needs not any thing that can be 
en rn in ; Hor" doth Expect, nor will 
e any & but the tribute of 2 Thankful 
Hum: und the CHAtion ef ce Recerver'be 
Such that He bach nothing elſe to give him but 
his Thanks; is it to be imagin that it ſhonld 
not de the greateſt Pleaftre ofs Life to pay 
him Them, and moſt gratefully to expreſs an 
Admifätion Gf his Goole; Zeal for hisHo- 
nottr,”a Love for Him; and for- all Thoſe-who 
fincerdy Love Him? An 149 1007 1% 

This is the” vety Caſe baten 400 
Creatures. He is Our mighty Bene factor. - I 
Him We Live, and Move, aad have our Being. He 
openeth His hand, and We ert d with Good. He 
Hacki tedeem d Us from Death. He 
lath Open d to Vs K proſpect ef Eterna Rlifg. 
He Hath mate the of Our Happinefs 
hereafter: more than the Obferyance'of 
a Rule which will make Us Happy here! And,Teft 


ty Of as Mou Fal Thott dF it; 3 | 
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afifts un With le Har Spirit to bey Siheprely; 
and imputes to ua the Metits of the Abſblute Obe - 
dieuce of his Dear Son, that we may appear in 
His Sight to hayes obeyd Perfectly. And This 
He doth, not that Our Happineſs can profit Him, 
but becauſe He is Good, and Delights in doing 
Good; becaule- Ae Loves us, and hatira Ban 
ynto ub. I wot 111 2. (1/98! 
Whoever thing) O God, bal: hay voll d his 
hands imν⁰ν,uĩ e, how heerfally 9) He go to 
Think" Althr > Lb will He Le the babztation of 
Thy Mouſe; and die Plate mhert Thine Honguyr diel- 
leth, that he-may fhew n ond 
l of all" Theſe Tbymangrous M Wo) 29 vt 
With Gladneſs will He repair to Thy Hale, 
and Thank Thee for his Innocence; for the Con- 
queſts he hath made over the Sundry Tempta- 
tons with vic he hath been aſſauſtæd; and chat 
the Wounds he receiv d in the conflict, che Irre. 
gular Thoughts and Deſires which thruſt Them- 
ſelves upon him, were not Fatal to him. He will 
Thank Thee fr his Innatence,, as knowing chat 
That will be the moſt} acceptable Return he can 
make to Thee for all tlioſe Bleſſings Thou be- 
fttowft upon him ; and, wich Pleaſure conſider 
That as' the beſt Indaceruent 10 Thee to continue 
thy Favour tai 14 yalls 2h 
.vHe vitt-be: afraid" left üs Abſence from: Thy 
Holy. Temple ſhould be eſtoemd a Dy! regard to 
Thee tis: Benefactor; and will be un- 
eaſy in his mind if the Reaſons of it do not give 


m. full Satisfaction. He will condemn W 
r 
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for {6 far neglecting his Intereſt and ; his Duty, 
as not to have conſtantly paid his Attendance at 
Thy Houſe, when he is ſo highly Honour d by 
Thee ra: be admieced ino Thy"Servicels' ei 

A 570 nE HAN 10 Ter 3on H: 2H 
For the Civltard; tber c Adore the Ereitor; 
Fe the Offender to deſire Forgiveneſs ; for the 
Indigent to Ask Relief; for the Releivd: to be 
Thankfull, is ſure, a Very Ridſenably Service; and 
what is reaſbnabde in It ſelf, to the, nor 
blinded with 1 is Lovely 0 hn 
Amiable are ThyDwellings to Him, Thou Lord of Hoſts) 
Hi Su bah always a Deſrs, "nil Longing ad enter 
into the Courts of the Lord; His" 


Re I Mes, As Bt fy xr 


But, What * «Fon bent in 
This 8 Toe Praiſe God for the 
Creation which only indkes Them capuble of eter- 
nal Miſery; for tlie Redemption which they fru- 
ſtrate; for the Addreſs of the Holy Spirit whom 
they greive; for the Means of Grace which they 
deſpiſe; for the Hopes of Glory which they for- 
feit; for the Temporal Mercys they Abuſe ; or 
for the Talents they miſemploy, is Unacceptable 
to God, and cannot be Pleaſant to Themſelves. 
As they cannot Thank him with anOnfeigned Heart, 
fo "eithel} can their*Moith Fraiſt him with Joyful 
Lipl. Bai tet all Thoſe that Sd Tre be Joyful u 
Glad in Thee, and let yt point pete — 
vation ſay alway e Lomi be mii d. 


Torenn magbrood Win E oi —_ tip 
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By what hach been faidycT hope, it ray ap- 
pear how well prepar d the Ianbcem ate to take 
a Pleaſure in Devotion; and how impoſſible it is 
for the Impenitent to Love the Habatation of the Houſe 
0 in 
ane Dies.. 

There is Nothing more Eaſy, or more Com- 
mon, than for a Man, in the gayety of his Spirit, 
to Say that he Loves What indeed he Dosh not 
Love, if he thinks it either Reputable, or Uſefull 
ſo to do. But the wary Stander by waits to ſee 
ſome Tokens, ſome Effects of This Love, before 
he. will beleive the Profeſſion of it to be Real and 
Sincere. He wh Truly Loves does indeed na- 
turally profeſs it, and in the molt exalted Terms; 
nothing that he Can ſay comes up to what he 
Would ſay; of the ſeveral Ways of expreſſing his 
Affection, That which he Preferrs is not Suffi- 
cient, nor reaches what his Heart conceives; but 
then He ſtops not here, nor indeed can he poſſi- 
bly.do ſo. For Love is not an indolent, unactive 
principle, but warms the Breaſt wherein it lodges 
with Reſolution to produce Such Fruits as will 
preſently be known to Spring from Love. He, 
O God, who Loves Thy Houſe, will do every thing 
in His Power for the Honour and Profperity of it. 
He will by all means endeavour to ſecure an In- 
tereſt in Thee for it's. Protection.) He vill lead 
ſo Innocent a Lift as thereby to become an Ac- 
ceptable, and an Uſefull Member of it. He will 
fear to offend againſt the Divine Precepts he 
there-Learns, leſt he ſhould bring a Scandal, and 
* e a 
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A Diſveputa tion uon it. It he Laer Thy Hhuſe, 
becauſe Thou doſt inhabit there, and wilt con- 
deſcend to hear the Devotions he comes to pay 
Thee, he will not ſeudiouſſy . Abſent himſelf from 
it nor come: Late into it, nor bahave hiniſelf 
Careleſsly in it, nor be guilty af any Jndecency 
in Thy Preſence. He will bring along with him 
an humble, penitent, obedient, and thankfull 
Heatt. He will encourage all Thoſe over whom 
he hath; an Influence, both by his Example, by 
his Converſation, and by his Authority, to ſhew 
the ſame Affection to Thee in the ſame Manner. 
If Theſe are not the Effects: af the Love we boaſt, 
we Pretend: a Lore, but Have it not. We Love 
Praiſe, but not Devotion: r r 
* the 3 of Goa. : 2 | 


1 That Men wighe have 8 wa Ho- 
nour of Gd, and. by proper Acts expreſs their 
Homage to Tin, It hath been uſual to Separate 
Places Bult for His Service from Profane Uſes 
by Conſecration. What is intended by this Pions 
Office, is not thatany, Abſolute NHolineis is thore- 
by cod te the maxerial Building of Thaiſe 
Phades, but only inch a Relathe Sanctity as makes 
them quitly. do be eſtenm d Hbly on account of 
the Relation! They bear ta God. For being De- 
thedttdto God, they become His petuhar Pro- 
Party, Werhavang dliſclamd all Right to any Uſe 
u chem diſtinct om Hi Service; and God by 
virtut of hi Promiſe; that, when'* Ts or Three 


brergfther & together: in H Nn, I= * 


8 Mart. 18, 20. 
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in, the. mig. ** There pre ſum d, in a pe- 
culiar mannerꝭ to V8 e his Preſence. And 
This. Solemnity is 8 that They, being 
from henceforward to be employ d in the Service 
of God, can neyer hereafter, without great Im- 
piety, he degraded. to a lower Eſteem and Value, 
either by any Abuſe of them to mean and ſecular 
Purpoſes; or, by any Want of Decency „Neat- 
nels, or proper nts, which 1 is apt to 
nate Men auen e ue that Reſpect which i a 5 
to their, Sacred Uſe; Or, Particularly , by intra- 
ducing any vile and ſintul Affections into den. 
The Nobleſt ke el Fabrick 3 1s not, in its 
able, to os 


the Lord, the Heaven # Tha and "the Ed 
my Foutteol: where ij the Hoſe that ye build unte me 
and where n the Place of my Reſt? far all thoſe things 
hath mine hand made, and all thoſe things have been, 
ſaith the Lord: but to This Man will I Look, even to 
Him that it Poor, and of a Contrize Spirit, « and trem- 
bleth at my, word, ry anger 

_ Nay, the Coſtly, the Beautiful, the alight 
Temple of Jeruſalem It {elf could not Invite the 
Almighty to dwell in it, upon any Other Condition 
than That of the "Obedience of the Reſorters to 


it. For, tho, at the Dedication of i it, ® the Glory 
of the Led fill d the Houſe of the Lord; yet, imme- 
diately after, the Lord laid to Solomon, "If Yow « or 


70 1 180 66. , a Kings 3 N. 1657 
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"Your 


© © 
ner Children WIT not Ste mes ant; 
Statutes which I hav ſet befort You, This Nd, 

T have hallow'd for pi Nan, n 


KY: : 

1 8 either ma We at tar Any Houſe we can 
build unto 55 Lord, can be worthy to Receive 
Him, or that He is, ir any time, confin d within 
the narrow Compaſs of Human Oratories. No; 
The Almighty doth, not 10 Amel in Trimples mate 
with hands. Behold the Liebi, an rhe Hewopu of 
Heavens cannot contain Him! hats murh teſt wy "Hoe 
_ which Any ts ——— 

9, on che other hand, Tho Gy del, not 
15 1 Bore 95 


| hy 8 5 
ö che 5 Et yet, K let us of Port 


ce, Imagine, that God's not Peas wich Ha: 
* | * laces of Worſhip dedicatett Uk! 
or, Blaces det apatt for ID P1008 Omces few, 
N & Religion i: is re Intended. 
FS A Men an aw ul ful ſenſe. of the 


ut to pe And wht 
1 that, as Thoſe — Re le 


—— common Vkes, to They flibuld how 


— 2 75 Thoughts from Tecular Aﬀairs. 
de uſ of for Devotigp which are other- 


iſe emplo fd, at other ti Fa apt to Sugyett 
92 5 Forteign Thoughts, 1 A5 . wo hays 
em. d to Devotion 0 


ty that was very innocent at 11 bun Ny 
ad mix wah that Seriouſneſs which be- 


| | comes 
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comes us at Andtfer. Tü Build a Houiſa for the 
Worthiþ ef God, is to bh lin with or Sed: 
fance; nor is it ſit we ſhould offer any thing to 
Him whih rafts Us norbusg. And we find that God 
was 10 well 'pleas'd wich he Temple of Sh 
that he id i ονν ha wh blouſe whieb LT 
haſt Built; «nd mine Eyes anal ay Heart ſhall br there 
And the very Intentibn of Daria to 
have Bud k, was fo, ac p table te God, that be 
promis die i iii oft abi ehe Thrane of: bir N 
lem for evo bet aſp is Jau been N 
n a Re 78 et 2 


eee! ppb ei Felt: hat. 
ing the True Religion plamed amongſt then, 
have the Lord for their God. Happy are Thoſe 
Societies who have Places of Publick Worſhip 
within their Own Walls, and Set Times of De. 
votion. Knowing the Preciſe Hour of Prayer, 
They can ſo order their Affairs, as to Attend con- 
ſtantly with eaſe. A Stated Time may give the 
Penitent room to Recollect, before he makes his 
Confeſſion. The Afſeribly-may be more Nume- 
rous, their Joint Petitions more Prevalent, and 
their United Thanks more Exalted. We have 
heard, that Innocence alone can make our Devo- 
tions, either Acceptable to God, or Pleaſant to 
our Selyes. There is no Believer ſo remiſs in his 
Duty, but intends ſometime or other to Repent, 
and be Innocent; and is apt to fix to himſelf cer- 
tain Diſtances of Time, when he will indeed ſet 


I Prov. 3.9. b 1 Kings 9.3. c 2 Sam. 7. 125 13. IN. 8, I7, 18. 
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about this Important Work. Time runs on. Thee 
Preſent is only Ours. Our Inchnation to Reform 
is likely to be leſs hereafter than it is now. Liſe 
is Short; Death Inevitable; Our ce at 
the Tribunal of God Certain. If, therefore, there 
be Any here, ho have hitherto neglected to be- 
gin this Work in good Earneſt, I ſhould think 
My ſelf very Happy, if I might become an Inſtru- 
ment, in the hand of God, to the turning them 
to Regbteouſneſs ;\ by What: hath. been here, in a 
weak Manner, but with a ſincere Mind deliver d 
by Me; and if, at the ſame time that This. Place 
hath the high Honour to be ſet apart for His 
Worſhip; They would be prevailed, . to 1 
e e We Sevrice,” | 2 
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